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This issue we 
have a special 
focus on cloud 
computing, used 
by many of us in 
small ways for 
social use, and 
increasingly used 
by businesses, 

governments, universities and 
libraries for both storage and a wide 
range of applications.

Warm regards,

Catherine Dhanjal, Managing Editor

From time to time, MmIT offers space to 
suppliers who are developing and marketing 
products of potential interest to information 
services. Neither the journal nor the MMIT 
Group endorse any of the services covered 
in these pages. Articles published reflect 
the opinions of the authors and are not 
necessarily those of the editorial board 
or MMIT Group. While every reasonable 
effort is made to ensure that the contents 
of the articles, editorial and advertising are 
accurate, no responsibility can be accepted 
by the editorial board or MMIT Group for 
errors, misrepresentations or any resulting 
effects. Acceptance of an advertisement does 
not imply endorsement of the advertiser’s 
product(s) by the editorial board or MMIT. 
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Cloudbusting: MMIT Group’s 2013 Conference, 5 April

focus on cloud: MMIT 2013 conference

Associate director of Library and 
Student Support Services at Liverpool 
John Moores University, and chair of 
MMIT, Leo Appleton, introduces  
MMIT’s ‘Cloudbusting’ Conference:

The concept of ‘the cloud’ has been 
around for several years. Over that time 

the term has become ubiquitous with a general acceptance 
that ‘the cloud’ has a definite impact on the way in which 
we use computers and information technology and the 
way that individuals interact with information. It is widely 
regarded that cloud computing can simplify processes for 
organisations and save them money and as a result many of 
the benefits associated with the ‘cloud’ have been around 
efficiencies and effectiveness of services.

Expressions such as ‘Software as Service’ and ‘Platform 
as Service’ refer to the cloud’s remote nature and the 
advantages it provides in not having to host services or 
install and upgrade software on a continual basis. The 
interesting thing about cloud computing is that it did not 
actually start out as a business solution, but was driven by 
public demand for online communities and information 
sharing (e.g. MySpace, Facebook, Flickr, etc.). However, 
whilst there is an acceptance that the ‘cloud’ is indeed a 
good thing, there still remains some confusion as to exactly 
what we are accepting. More importantly, what does ‘the 
cloud’ mean for library and information services? In actual 
fact, cloud computing has provided libraries with lots of 
opportunities to extend their impact, not least in the areas 
of data sharing, building reusable services and moving to 
webscale solutions.

MMIT Group’s Annual Conference this year focuses on a 
topic on all our lips — the cloud. Applications and data 
hosted in the cloud are being used across all sectors 
from public sector to higher education. And many of 
us could well be using applications hosted in the cloud 
without even realising... 

With big names such as Microsoft emphatically backing 
moves to the cloud, it’s no temporary trend. Reportedly 
“90 percent of the company’s R&D budget ($8.6 billion) 
is being used to improve cloud computing technology, 
including security measures and hosting services1”.  

It’s not just the business sector that’s interested in cloud 
either... the UK Cabinet Office is “currently considering 
whether to pursue a cloud first strategy across the whole 
of government2”.  In the library sector, technology expert 
and analyst, Marshall Breeding, believes cloud computing 
is now the generally accepted way to do computing3. 

Meanwhile Computacenter, one of the UK’s largest 
technology providers, recently carried out research 
(‘The Danger of Consumer Cloud4’), which found that 8 
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cloud computing can simplify processes for organisations, save them 
money and create efficiencies... 

out of 10 employees are using stealth cloud solutions 
(free consumer cloud tools) in the workplace, putting 
confidential/corporate data at risk; over half of IT 
managers are having sleepless nights over cloud blindness 
and employees using the likes of Dropbox and Skydrive...

References:
1 ‘The Future of Cloud Computing’, Elearning! 20 Jan 2013. 
www.2elearning.com/www/news/latest-news/single-news-
article/article/the-future-of-cloud-computing.html 
2 ‘Government weighs up adopting ‘cloud first’ policy’. 
Charlotte Jee. Kable. 16 Jan 2013. http://central-government.
governmentcomputing.com/news/government-weighs-up-
adopting-cloud-first-policy 
3 Speech at MMIT Conference, April 2012. Catherine Dhanjal 
‘MMIT National Conference & Marshall Breeding’s plenary: the 
state of library IT in 2012’ MmIT Journal Pp. 5 (ii) 2012
4 Computacenter research ‘The Danger of Consumer Cloud’
www.itenabledbusiness.computacenter.com/the-danger-of-
consumer-cloud/

http://central-government.governmentcomputing.com/news/government-weighs-up-adopting-cloud-first-policy
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Many services that libraries have traditionally offered have 
been migrated into cloud solutions. For example, the use of 
OpenURL providers and federated and pre-indexed search 
engines allowing users to search all of a library’s collections 
through a single search box. Discovery layers such as Serials 
Solutions’ Summon, EBSCO’s EDS or Ex Libris’s Primo Central 
allow access to all of a library’s collections, not simply 
those found on the library catalogue. Such discovery layers 
can provide enhanced services such as access to special 
collections, digital collections and institutional repositories.

Similarly, the ‘cloud’ allows libraries to share data about 
their collections and the bibliographic management 
activities that they are engaged in. This includes licensing 
data, common vendor files, serials publications patterns and 
MARC records.

Add to this entire systems hosted in the cloud, such as the 
Koha (see page 11) and Ex Libris Alma library management 
systems, or reference and citation management systems 
such as Mendeley, then it is simple to see the impact that 
the cloud has on libraries, and indeed vice versa.

Even simple initiatives such as collaborative working 
through Google Docs, enabling a library community 
through Facebook, or storing photographic collections in 
Flickr are all examples of how the cloud has become part of 
the day-to-day computing and technology activity of the 
library. 

In order to demystify some of these cloud-based initiatives 
and solutions further still, the Multimedia and Information 
Technology (MMIT) Group is making ‘Cloudbusting’ the 
theme of its forthcoming National Conference. MMIT 
strives to raise awareness amongst library and information 
professionals about current trends and topics in library 
and information technology and ‘cloud’ initiatives and 
innovations. The way that the ‘cloud’ is currently being used 
within the sector will be of interest to many librarians and 
information professionals who may not even realise the 
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wealth of ‘cloud’ activities and solutions available to them. 
The Conference, which is taking place at the University 

of Sheffield on Friday April 5th, 2013, includes a series 
of workshops, each one focusing on a particular ‘cloud’ 
initiative. This includes topics such as implementing open 
source library management systems; how libraries can 
make the most of mobile devices to access cloud resources; 
creating media-rich eBook resources; implications for 
research data management; copyright and licensing issues 
associated with the ‘cloud’, and much more. The keynote 
presentation will be from Karen Blakeman and will focus on 
search and discovery within the ‘cloud’ and the Conference 
will also include a series of rapid fire technical innovation 
presentations and a panel question and answer session.  

For further information, see the MMIT Events pages  
www.cilip.org.uk/get-involved/special-interest-groups/
multimedia/events/pages/default.aspx 
Leo can be contacted on:  l.appleton1@ljmu.ac.uk 
See our previous features on cloud: 

 
Book review: 
Getting Started with 
Cloud Computing 
(Corrado & 
Moulaison) MmIT 
Journal. Pp. 5-6 (iv) 
2012  
Burton, Andy 
‘The Commercial 
Framework for 
Cloud Services 
Lags Behind’ MmIT 
Journal. Pp. 28-9 (iv) 
2012 
Goldner, Matt 
‘Winds of Change, 
Libraries and Cloud 
Computing’ MmIT 
Journal. Pp. 24-8 (iii) 
2012 

‘Cloudbusting’ aims to demystify some cloud-based initiatives at 
MMIT’s forthcoming National Conference on 5th April 

Opening up: bibliographic data-sharing and 
interoperability’

Bethan Ruddock, content development officer, 
Library and Archival Services, Mimas, University  
of Manchester, gives us a preview of her 
workshop at the MMIT Conference 

The open 
data 

agenda and initiatives 
such as Linked Data 
projects are increasing 
the interest in 
bibliographic data, and 
the value it can add 
to research projects. 
Many libraries, archives, 
and cultural heritage 
institutions are thinking 
about opening their 
data up for sharing and 
re-use. But are the data 
standards we’ve been 
using in our institutions 
suitable for sharing our 
data on an international 
scale? Do they produce data that’s meaningful and useable 
by non-library/archive data sources? Do we need to rethink 
how we manage our bibliographic data?

Workshop participants will look at different formats for 
bibliographic data, and consider the technical and intellectual 
issues and implications of sharing it with a wider audience. 
The workshop will address questions such as: 

• Why do we want to share our bibliographic data?
• What formats can we use?
• Are there licensing implications?
• What do we need to consider for interoperability?
• How can we transform our data?  

Bethan can be contacted on: 
bethan.ruddock@manchester.ac.ukIm
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coming soon...
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If undelivered please return to MmIT, 103 Bath Road, Willsbridge, Bristol, BS30 6ED, UK 

May: focus on ebooks and ejournals

August: focus on data security, data management, 
SaaS

November: focus on elearning

 

Plus our regular items:

Features

News

Reviews

Technology roundup

Don’t forget
 
To book your 
place at the MMIT 
National 
Conference, 
‘Cloudbusting’, 
5th April in 
Sheffield, UK. 

See page 9 
onwards for more 
details.

coming soon... Your articles, photographs, reviews, thoughts and suggestions for the journal are always welcome,  
just contact Catherine Dhanjal on catherine.dhanjal@theansweruk.com or call +44 (0)800 998 7990.
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